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In 2007 I was fortunate to join with 14 other music 
educators from the country to participate in the fi rst 
international symposium on music in public schools 
at Yale University. The theme for the symposium was 
Music: A Child’s Birthright. Emanuel Ax gave the 
keynote address. In it he talked about how it was every 
child’s birthright to receive a high quality public music 
education, regardless of his or her access that might 
be infl uenced by the geography or wealth of his or her 
public school. I have been a part of the symposium’s 
efforts to this day to advocate for high quality public 
music education for every child. Music is indeed the 
birthright of every child, but so is a high quality general 
education. A community’s ability to provide an educa-
tion for its children should not be compromised due to 
politics, geography or wealth.

Years ago proud communities like Remsen made 
their school districts centers of the community.  They 
placed an importance on the education of their children.  
Remsen Central School District, made of seven town-
ships, still feels the same way.

However, As communities continue to lose ground in 
terms of their own wealth and ability to pay taxes for 
a school system ruled by hundreds, if not thousands of 
mounting mandates, it is more diffi cult to provide the 
opportunities we want and feel our students need in a 
21st century school. State aid has also experienced a 
sharp decline, and taxpayers bear an unprecedented 
burden of increased costs due to underfunded mandates. 
Taxpayers have become exhausted, and, most recently, 
have won some popular relief from paying school tax

Veterans Day
This Veterans Day was celebrated school-wide 
with two assemblies for the purpose of educating 
Remsen students about the sacrifi ces of our Veterans 
and those currently serving in the armed forces. A 
formal assembly at the Remsen Elementary School 
commemorated our Veterans from the communi-
ty through music (provided by the Remsen High 
School band and chorus). A highlight of the cer-
emony was the acknowledgement of Mr. Douglas 
Bronson, Remsen class of ’66. The Remsen Board 
of Education had earlier issued an award of Grad-
uation Diploma to Mr. Bronson. In 1966 he went 
to serve rather than walk across the stage at com-
mencement exercises. He never received his formal 
diploma – until this day. Through Mr. Bronson’s tears, he told our students what a special day it was for him, and 
that they “…should never take their education for granted – it is one of the most important opportunities of your 
life.” On November 12, the community gathered to celebrate the sacrifi ces through service by community members 
at a special evening concert. Music was provided by our Remsen High School Band and Chorus.

(Continued on page 2)
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Student Musician Williams Represents 
Remsen with Honors
This year Remsen is proud to announce that 
senior, Nick Williams, has been accepted 
through audition to our regional Area All 
State Choir. This year the concert was hosted 
at Clinton High School. Nick is a singer 
and an instrumentalist, playing trumpet and 
saxophone.

Remsen’s Advanced Place-
ment English Literature 
class  is currently reading 
The Kite Runner, and 
completed a Web-quest to learn background infor-
mation about Afghanistan and it's culture prior to 
beginning the novel. This photo is a picture of a 
student's "champion" kite. See more pictures by 
visiting Mrs. Lauren Haley’s teacher’s page at 
www.remsencsd.org/haley 

Students 
Engaging in 
Literature

Eighth grade students 
have been working 
very diligently on 
poetry since reading 
the novel, Inside Out 
and Back Again, which 
is written in poetic 
form. Represented here 
are some 8th grade stu-

dents’ Found and Parallel poems created by them 
in the beginning of the year.

(Continued from cover)Students Participate in 
Annual Intergenerational 
Cleanup Day
Each year Remsen seniors volunteer for the Onei-
da County Intergenerational Fall Clean-Up. Led 
by Mrs. Sheila Martin, social studies teacher at 
Remsen, our students have been involved with this 
program for seven years. Students are assigned to 
work for elderly persons, helping them by raking 
and removing debris. This year our students helped 
elderly residents at their home on Countryman 
Road in Remsen.  

- Dr. William Crankshaw

with a two percent “cap.” What most people do not realize is that the tax cap of 
two percent is dependent upon a host of variables, such as the annual Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) and “exclusions” that are literally excluded from the imposed 
tax cap of two percent. Two percent can be a very misleading number, indeed.

Our community is strong and principled. Together, we can put our full 
support behind our children, and we can strengthen the legislative agenda 
to infl uence our Governor and state legislators. We can infl uence more equi-
table state aid formulas and stop division within our  own communities. 
We need a strong school with a full compliment of programs for our stu-
dents. We need to advocate for local control, by a locally elected Board 
of Education to ensure a high quality public education for our local children. 
The time is critical – it is now – to support your community’s school district and 
the free and high quality education for every child who call the seven towns of 
Remsen Central School home (Boonville, Forestport, Ohio, Remsen, Russia, 
Steuben and Trenton). 

Our faculty, staff, parents and administration are working together to provide 
the highest quality educational opportunities for students of Remsen. We will 
continue to fi nd ways to work harder, more effi ciently, and always responsi-
bly. We require your support, and invite you to look inside our schools to see 
the magnifi cent children who attend here, and the dynamic Board of Educa-
tion, community of professionals and parents at work with a common mission 
and vision. I encourage you to look inside this issue of the Remsen District 
Newsletter to fi nd out more about your school and evidence of import-
ant work done by a staff committed to teaching and learning every day.

Congratulations to Our 
GENESIS Winner
The GENESIS Group honors educators annually 
who are making a positive impact with students. 
Mrs. Kelly Runninger teaches grades 4, 5 and 6 
math at Remsen Elementary School. We extend 
our warmest congratulations to Mrs. Runninger for 
her good work with students. Great educators put 
Remsen Central School out in front and in the lead.
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Facebook and Twitter
Remsen Central School’s Facebook and Twitter accounts are coming 
soon. Check the website for updates: www.remsencsd.org

Peer To Peer Leadership

At Remsen students are encouraged to take advantage of opportunities 
for exercise leadership and take charge - responsibly. To illustrate one 
such opportunity, Remsen’s Peer Leadership group participated in a 
full day retreat earlier this fall at the Remsen Performing & Visual Arts 
Center that included training for peer mediation..  

Remsen’s Peer Leaders are nominated by adult staff because they 
already demonstrate the qualities of kindness, respectfulness, trust-
worthiness, and dedication to school and community. The 23 member 
student group was trained with a program called “Peers Making 
Peace” led by Natalie Zumpano, Safe Schools Specialist from Utica 
Safe Schools. Remsen staff involved in the Peer leadership training 
included; Fay Harper, school psychologist, Emily Laurey, school 
social worker and Jim Davis, guidance counselor. The Peer Leaders are 
dedicated to making our school a more caring community through the 
development of peer mediation process and anti-bullying messages.

Remsen Writers’ Group Presents…
The Second Annual Open Mic & Story-Tellebration

 
The public was invited to participate: read, speak, tell and/or listen at this annual event 
Saturday at the Remsen Art Center on Main St. This Remsen-style, family-friendly and 
admission-free event provided an opportunity for people of all ages and abilities to share 
their love of language and stories with an audience. Each participant had up to 10 minutes 
to read their own written piece, a favorite piece by another author, or tell a story. The event 
is not critiqued.  

The Remsen Writers’ Group exemplifi es the rich diversity of our unique, rural area. The group is comprised of writers of romance, poetry, 
art/travel, memoir, short story, paranormal mysteries, historical, local fl avor and culture, and translations; both published and unpublished. 
What unites the group is the desire “to work and create, to live in the company of others, and to forge relationships that will last a lifetime.”

Formed two years ago, the Remsen Writers’ Group meets April through November on the fi rst and third Tuesdays at 7 p.m. at the Didymus 
Thomas Library on Main St., and is open to students and adults interested in writing. The Open Mic is an annual event that also incorpo-
rates “Tellebration,” the worldwide storytelling event of the National Storytelling Network. Sheila Harris is the Coordinator of the Remsen 
Writers’ Group.

It is said three apples in heaven fell:
One for the one who asks for the story,
One for the one who tells the story,
And one for the one who listens.

“If you want children 
to keep their feet on 
the ground, put some 
responsibility on their 
shoulders” 
~Abigail Van Buren.

The Remsen Teachers' 
Association sponsors a 
food drive starting each 
holiday season. The Remsen 
elementary school's theme 
this year was A Charlie Brown 
Christmas. “Christmas is 
doing a little something for 
someone.” is a famous quote 
by Charles M. Schulz. For 
each nonperishable food item 
students brought in they enter 
their name for chance to win 
a Charlie Brown Christmas 
basket. Also included was a 
classroom contest. The Jr./Sr. High School participated with a 
Grinch theme this year. All food items helps local families in 
need during the holiday season. 

The Remsen Readers Rock Reading program has handed out 
more than 30 books so far this school year to promote student 
reading. This program recognizes students at 6th grade and high 
school graduation. In addition it provides a reading packet for 
incoming kindergarten students at screening time. Annually, 
the Remsen Teachers’ Association scholarship is available to 
graduating seniors at Remsen that will be entering the fi eld of 
teaching. Students may contact the Remsen Jr./Sr. High School 
guidance department for more information. 

Remsen Teachers’ Association

Teachers and students always 
work to promote Remsen pride 
in our schools. Go Remsen! 
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Dave Peterson, RCS Senior, Refl ects on 
Positive Experience at Remsen
“My experience at Remsen has been great—
selfl ess, giving, and small class sizes,” says 
Remsen High School senior, Dave Peterson. 
“The faculty and administration makes sure 
that each student has attention. In big schools 
there may not be that attention to individual 
needs, but at Remsen I feel that I have received 
the best. I want Remsen to stay open for years 
to come because every student in our commu-
nities deserves the same opportunities that I 
have. The community (sense of) that one feels 
in Remsen stretches beyond the District.”

Dave Peterson’s academic achievements 
include the Regional Program of Excellence, 
in which he participated at the Lodging Kit 
Company in Boonville, working on a project 
that established essential supply kits for 
college freshmen. He completed 75 hours in the RPE program, which is offered 
through the Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES. Peterson is a recipient of a schol-
arship to Lawrence Tech as well as an RPI scholarship. He achieved the highest 
Spanish Regents grade in his class during the 2012-2013 school year, and is also a 
member of the National Society of High School Scholars. 

Peterson held perfect attendance throughout elementary school and high school, 
and attended M.A.S.H. camp at Rome Memorial Hospital to explore various 
medical fi elds. He has placed consistently on the High Honor Roll throughout his 
Jr. Sr. High School career. 

Peterson’s successes expand well into the extracurricular realm, as well as the aca-
demic. He is a four-year member of La Banda Rossa, and is recorded on their CD 
“Encore Viva.” He is a Town of Trenton Community Education Musical member 
and is involved with the Greater Utica Honors Youth Wind Ensemble; he is also a 
Youth Ambassador for the Broadway Theatre League. He received confi rmation at 
St. Leo’s and is a member of St. Ann’s church.

During the 2012-2013 school year, Peterson won Best Track Performance and won 
sectionals for shot put after his second year of participation. In 2011 he earned the 
highest ranking in Boy Scouts as Eagle Scout in ninth grade, a position primarily 
awarded to High School seniors. He has worked at a cub scouts camp in Kingsley 
for three years, is a member of Order of the Arrow, a scouting honor society, and 
was a Mock Accident participant. He has won the Patriot Pen Award and Voice of 
Democracy. 

“I was afforded many opportunities in Remsen, but in larger schools, there might 
not be those opportunities for selection. I had a chance to develop my character 
and leadership roles. The more hats you wear, the more character you have the 
opportunity to develop; it has made me a well-rounded individual.”

Peterson plans to attend the Business Administration program at SUNY IT in the 
fall of 2014.

Budget Calendar
2013-14

(For the 2014-2015 
fi scal/academic school year)

Jan. 14 (6 p.m.) Discussion_________________________________________
 (7 p.m. Regular Board meeting)

 Curriculum & Instruction
 a. Core Academic Subjects
 b. Co-curricular/Athletics
 c. Support Staff

Feb. 11 (6 p.m.) Discussion_________________________________________
 (7 p.m. Regular Board meeting)

 Curriculum & Instruction
 a. Essential Subjects (Art, Music, Family
  and Consumer Science, PE, Language, 
 Library-Media, etc.)
 b. Special Education

March 11 (6 p.m.) Discussion_________________________________________
 (7 p.m. Regular Board meeting)

 Curriculum & Instruction 
 (continued, as necessary)
 Governor’s Proposal 
 Revenues

April 8 (7 p.m.) Regular Board Meeting_________________________________________

 Adoption of the Budget

May 13 (7 pm.) Regular Board Meeting_________________________________________

 BUDGET HEARING

May 20 (budget vote day)_________________________________________

 BUDGET VOTE DAY
 Board Member Election
 SCHOOL BUS BOND VOTE

To keep up to date on 
Remsen’s budget process 
visit www.remsencsd.org
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Remsen Will Ask Voters to Consider 
a Bond Issue to Replace Four Buses 

in its Fleet This Spring

New school buses for Remsen are an immediate need to ensure safe trans-
portation for our students, allowing the district to replace four buses in its 
aging fl eet. A school bond issue must be voted on by the members of the 
Remsen community. A majority public vote will be needed to pass the bond.

New York state also reimburses the District 75.3 percent of the total cost 
of the expense of school buses, providing a positive revenue stream for the 
District. Community involvement is a priority in this decision – we invite 
you to attend Board of Education Budget Discussion Meetings to learn 
more about the process of building the budget and decision-making.  

Six passenger suburban

$39,500 $9,757

$275,545 $68,059

$45,265 $11,180

$83,125 $20,531

$107,655 $26,591

20 passenger school bus

30 passenger school bus with 
wheelchair accessibility

66 passenger school bus

Cost

Total Cost

Final Cost 
with aid*

Total Final 
Cost with aid

* Based on 75.3% aid spread over 5 years

Preparing students to interface with current 
learning technology is a main focus at Remsen. 
Students in the Remsen Elementary School 
experience instruction in technology, keyboarding 
and computer applications in their regular course 
of study. Students often collaborate together on 
projects and support and encourage one another 
to be successful.

PeaceBuilder Pep Rally

Please note that, as regionally planned through BOCES, March 21, 2014, 
is a Superintendent’s Conference Day. School is not in session that day. The 
faculty and staff will be involved in professional development sessions.

Remsen Elementary School held its annual 
PeaceBuilder Pep Rally. The PeaceBuilder Program 
is the school’s Positive Behavior Intervention 
Support (PBIS) program  that focuses on proven 
resiliency building behaviors and competencies 
that fosters and encourages children to become 
everyday heroes.
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Parent Portal
At Remsen Central School we use a 
student based management system called 
SchoolTool. This powerful web-based 
program allows us to keep careful data for 
all of our students, including attendance, 
grades, discipline, and family contact 
information. The program is so powerful 
that there is also a parent component called 
the Parent Portal. This Portal allows parents 
and caregivers real-time information about 

what’s going on at your students’ school 
anytime, anywhere!

With SchoolTool Parent Portal you can 
catch up on your students’ class assign-
ments, and check out your student’s 
grades, attendance. Report cards may also 
be accessed through the Parent Portal of 
SchoolTool, but we will also continue 
to send home paper copies as we always 

have. Grades PK-2 will give access for 
parents to student attendance and report 
cards at this time, while Grades 3-6 will 
give access for parents to student atten-
dance, report cards, but also grades.

To sign up for the Parent Portal call 
your child’s main offi ce at 831.3851 or 
831.3797.

Questions and Answers About The Property Tax Levy Limit (Cap)
“Tax levy limit (cap)” is a calculated tax levy amount that sets the “threshold” needed for voter approval.  Despite its name, it does not 
set a limit on the tax levy that a school can propose.  However, Governor Cuomo is advertising benefi ts to taxpayers of districts that work 
to stay within the tax threshold.  More information will be forthcoming in our Spring newsletter, which will also be our budget issue.

Q: Does the tax cap law mean school tax levies can’t increase by more than 2%?

No, the law does not prohibit tax levy increases greater than 2%. Despite how it’s been described by some politicians and the media, 
the legislation requires every district to calculate its own “tax levy limit.” Two percent (or the rate of infl ation, if less) is just one of 
eight factors in this calculation.

The law also establishes a higher threshold of voter approval for a budget to pass if a district’s proposed tax levy increase (before 
exemptions outlined in the law) exceeds its individual “tax levy limit.”

Q: What is a “tax levy limit?”

For school districts, the “tax levy limit” is the highest allowable tax levy (before exemptions) that a school district can propose as part 
of its annual budget for which only the approval of a simple majority of voters (more than 50 percent) is required.  Any proposed tax 
levy amount above this limit will require budget approval by a supermajority (60 percent or more) of voters.

Essentially, the “tax levy limit” sets a threshold requiring districts to obtain a higher level of community support for a proposed tax levy 
above a certain amount.  However, the legislation does not place a limit on any taxes a school district would levy to pay for expenditutres 
related to specifi c “exam” items, including some court orders, some pension costs and local capital expenditures.  These items are then 
added to the “tax levy limit” to arrive at the “allowable” tax levy limit.

Q: How is the “tax levy limit” determined for school districts?

The law dictates an eight-step formula that each school district must use to calculate its individual “tax levy limit.”  In particular, the 
calculation adjusts a district’s tax levy to refl ect growth in the local tax base (if any) and the rate of infl ation or 2 percent (whichever 
is lower).

Q: What can I do?

The property tax cap law poses an enormous challenge for public schools, and school leaders need to hear from their communities to 
help guide them through the diffi cult decisions that will need to be made.  It is more important than ever to become informed about the 
complex issues shaping school district budgets and educational programs.  

Please attend a budget meeting this winter/spring or contact Remsen with questions about its budget development.  Make sure to visit 
our website at www.remsencsd.org.  And – please vote on your school budget on Tuesday, May 20, 2014.  More information will follow 
in the early spring budget newsletter.
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Volleyball
The team is currently 5-2 overall and 2-0 in the league. We won the South 
Lewis tournament as the smallest school there. In the fi rst round we went 
5-0 beating Central Valley, Whitesboro, Rome, Holland Patent and South 
Jefferson. In the semifi nals we beat Canastota 2 sets to 1 and then defeated 
South Lewis in the fi nals 2-1.  

In other news, we defeated Adirondack 3-0 for the fi rst win against the 
Wildcats in recent memory. The team is led by senior captains Megan Will 
who leads the team in kills and digs, middle hitter Makenna Cooley and 
outside hitter Melissa Hallenbeck. Returning varsity starters include Aly 
Atwell, Kate Roos and Joleen Marfone. First year varsity player Sopho-
more Hailey Murray is leading the team in assists. The non starters for the 
team are Samantha Doolittle, Jessica Karram, Meghan Corrigan, Theresa 
Roberts, Alex Opperman and Rebecca Williams.  

The team looks very good and is well placed to win the league for the fi rst time since 1990.

Cross Country
Remsen’s Varsity Girls Cross Country Team raced well during 
the 2013 season. They fi nished a close second to Poland at the 
Center State Conference (CSC) Championship meet, narrow-
ly missing their eighth consecutive league championship title. 
MaKenna Cooley, Emily DeVenezia and Anna Roberts earned 
their fourth CSC All Star status and were recognized as out-
standing seniors. MaKenna Cooley represented Section III at 
the New York State Public High School Championship meet 
where she placed 11th with a personal best time of 19:27.3. 
MaKenna was recognized as a 2013 New York State Cross 
Country All State Second Team member.

NanoCareer Day
On December 12, 2013, Mrs. Hartnett's chemistry and AP chemistry classes, along 
with Mr. Glass's Physics class, went on a fi eld trip to the SUNY College of Nanoscale 
Science and Engineering (CNSE), where they took an up-close look at nanotechnology 
through presentations, interactive programs, and a tour of CNSE's world-class Albany 
NanoTech Complex.

They participated in NanoCareer Day, which is designed to help prepare students for 
a growing number of nanotechnology-related careers in the Capital Region and New 
York State, while also addressing the critical national need to stimulate students’ inter-
est in science, technology, engineering and mathematics. 

Their day included presentations by CNSE faculty on the emerging science of nano-
technology and the career opportunities it offers; hands-on demonstrations explaining 
the applications of nanotechnology research and development; and tours of CNSE’s 
world-class Albany NanoTech Complex, a $17 billion megaplex that is the most 
advanced in the academic world. 
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Remsen Central School Supports Its Future Farmers of America
The Remsen Central School District’s chapter of the Future Farmers of America (FFA) is the oldest organization on campus – spanning more 
than 70 continuous years of existence. This year, our FFA chapter, mentored by Mr. Robert Wilcox, transportation and maintenance supervisor, 
and accompanied by Mr. Nicholas Byrne, teacher, boasted six student-members who attended the annual national convention in Louisville, 
Kentucky. The students representing Remsen CSD were Travis Shields, Gus 
Comfort, Alicia Atwell, Alexandra Opperman, Steve Wilcox and Jason Hefner.  
     
The national convention was full of meaningful opportunities for our students. 
Fifty-two thousand students from across the country were in attendance, and 
represented all 50 states. Students took workshops pertinent to future FFA service 
projects, as well as classes on leadership development and career success in the 
agriculture-related fi eld. 
     
Our FFA students also participated in nine joint sessions with all other 
student-members to hear dynamic keynote speakers, and both student and business 
leaders. During the convention students experienced hands-on learning activities 
and games sponsored by agricultural businesses. The proximity to the convention 

allowed students to visit the 
Louisville Slugger museum, 
Churchill Downs, Kentucky 
Pro Football Hall of Fame, and a 
Dirks Bentley concert.  
     
Remsen students in attendance 
are inspired to share the ideas 
they’ve learned about career 
opportunities with their fellow 
students and student-members. 
The have a renewed desire to 
build an even stronger FFA 
chapter here in Remsen. 

Remsen's Erin Hamlin 
Wins a Spot on U.S. Luge 
Team in Sochi, Russia

Erin Hamlin, graduate of Remsen Central School, 
qualifi ed for the 2014 Winter Olympic Games, and 
will compete with her United States Luge Teammates 
in Sochi, Russia next month. Erin won the title of 
"World Champion" in 2009, and heads to her third U.S. 
Olympic Luge team competition! Go Erin!


